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Become a Member of TAM 

TAM membership is open to any member of the 
Council for Exceptional Children who is interested in the 
expanding opportunities that technology and media offer 
to individuals with exceptional learning needs, and to the 
professionals who work with them. Students currently 
enrolled in a college or university program and not 
employed full-time in the education profession are  
eligible for special student rates. 

You must be a CEC member to join TAM. For information 
about joining CEC and/or becoming a member of TAM 
visit www.cec.sped.org. Membership information also is 
available at the TAM website at www.tamcec.org.
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Special Offers on TAM Publications

As a member of TAM you periodically receive special 
discounts on TAM products. TAM publishes a variety of 
practical products, including:

• �TAM Technology Fans.
• �TAM Monograph Series.
• �AT Quick Wheel.
• �Assistive Technology Planner.
• �JSET Readers.

Check out the TAM website at www.tamcec.org for  
a product flyer. 

www.tamcec.org 

Learn more about TAM. Visit the  
TAM website at www.tamcec.org.

www.tamcec.org 



• �TAM Connector. This quarterly newsletter presents 
information about upcoming events, current trends and 
practices, relevant legislation, new materials, and other 
practical information. 

• �Technology in Action. This special web-based 
publication provides practitioners with practical ways  
to use assistive technology. 

The Technology and Media Division (TAM) is the 
official division of the Council for Exceptional Children 
(CEC) that works to promote the availability and 
effective use of technology and media for individuals 
with exceptional learning needs. TAM members include 
special education teachers, related services providers, 
administrators, counselors, researchers, teacher 
educators, and others who have an interest in using 
technology to help individuals with exceptional learning 
needs succeed.  

TAM’s Goals 

As a member of TAM you join with others who share an 
interest in using technology to support individuals with 
exceptional learning needs. TAM’s goals include:

• �Promoting collaboration among educators and 
others interested in using technology and media to 
assist individuals with exceptional educational needs.

• �Encouraging the development of new applications, 
technologies, and media that can benefit individuals 
with exceptionalities.

• �Disseminating relevant and timely information through 
professional meetings, training programs, and 
publications.

• �Coordinating the activities of education and government 
agencies, business, and industry.

• �Developing and advancing appropriate technical 
standards.

• �Providing technical assistance, inservice, and 
preservice education on the uses of technology.

• �Monitoring and disseminating relevant research.

• �Advocating for funds and policies that support the 
availability and effective use of technology in the field.

• �Supporting the activities, policies, and procedures of 
CEC and other CEC divisions.

TAM Member Benefits—Valuable 
Professional Publications

As a member of TAM, you stay abreast of recent 
advances and trends in the field through subscriptions to:

• �The Journal of Special Education Technology. This 
peer-reviewed journal provides information on new 
technologies, current research, exemplary practices, 
relevant issues, legislative events, and more. 
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JOHN CASTELLANI,  EDITOR

President’s Message
Kahlil Gibran once wrote, “Yes, there is Nirvana; it is in leading 

your sheep to a green pasture, and in putting your child to sleep, 

and in writing the last line of your poem.” Although my words are not likely to be poetic, these lines – the 

last of 6 messages from this president - are on a topic that it not 

only very important to the education of students with disabilities, 

but also very near my heart and deeply in my thoughts these 

days… access to instructional materials.Many would say that access to instructional materials has always 

been “implied” as a part of a free appropriate, public education 

and critical to the “progress in the general curriculum” that was explicitly mandated by 

IDEA 1997.  Regardless of these implications and mandates, however, the reality across the 

country has been that students with disabilities often do not have timely access to textbooks 

and other curricular materials in formats that are useful to them.  That is about to change, 

due in large part to the requirements of Section 300.172 in the Final Regulations for the 

implementation of IDEA 2004.Although Section 300.107 is about access to instructional materials – not technology, per 

se – it offers us yet another opportunity to explore how the power of technology supports 

the educational participation and achievement of students with disabilities – this time by 

supporting access to instructional materials.
What is the background?

§300.172 mandates that states adopt the NIMAS for the purposes of providing instructional 

materials to blind persons or other persons with print disabilities, in a timely manner and 

establish a state definition of “timely manner.”  (Certainly the current “lag time” of weeks 

or months needed for alternate formats to be developed would NOT be considered timely 

by anyone’s definition!) Interestingly, although defining “timely manner” is one of the things 

states are required to do, a later part of the Section says that “the SEA must ensure that 

all public agencies take all reasonable steps to provide instructional materials in accessible 

formats to children with disabilities who need those instructional materials at the same time 

as other children receive instructional materials.” It appears to me that these words pretty 

much declare what the acceptable definition of a timely manner will be.  It seems quite 

possible that a state that attempts to define it differently might be sent back to the drawing 

board by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).

Announcement TAM will again be working with 
ATIA to deliver the 8th Annual 
ATIA conference, January 24th 
through the 27th at the Caribe 
Royale All-Suites Resort & 
Convention Center, Orlando, 
Florida USA. All registrations 
received after December 30, 
2006 must be processed on-site at 
ATIA registration. Please see the 
ATIA website to register for the 
conference: http://www.atia.org

(continued on page 2)

Improving Basic  

Mathematics Instruction  

Promising Technology Resources for  

Students with Special Needs

Technology can help 

teachers support 

student understanding 

of mathematical 

concepts and increase 

achievement. 

This Technology in 

Action describes 

how educators can 

use technology to 

help students with 

disabilities succeed 

in standards-

based mathematics 

instruction.

Technology and Media Division

Boo Murray, Heidi Silver-Pacuilla, and Fiona Innes Helsel,  

Center for Implementing Technology in Education (CITEd)

Many students with disabilities face 

mathematics with dread and trepida-

tion. Higher expectations, compounded 

with more complex curricula, add to 

the challenge. As demonstrated by the 

most recent National Assessment of 

Educational Progress, students with 

disabilities continue to underachieve 

in mathematics (Perie, Grigg, & Dion, 

2005). Students with high-incidence dis-

abilities such as learning disabilities and 

mild cognitive impairments struggle 

with computation and problem-solving 

skills, reading and comprehension, and 

applying strategies. Research has shown 

that students with disabilities are fall-

ing farther behind their non-disabled 

peers in retention and recall of basic 

facts through the elementary years 

(Cawley et al., 1996; Hasselbring, Lott, 

& Zydney, 2005), jeopardizing their suc-

cess with higher mathematics such as 

algebra that are required in middle and  

high school. 

Few students have isolated math disabili-

ties. Most also have concomitant issues re-

lated to language processing and reading 

challenges. For example, many children 

with dyslexia have the same difficulty 

recognizing a math basic problem as they 

do a written word. That these problems 

are presented left to right (3 + 1 = 4) as 

well as top to bottom only adds to the dif-

ficulty. Students with language disorders 

often have difficulty in math because they 

must process the language before they 

can process the math problem. The use 

of inconsistent language (sum, add, total, 

plus, etc.) to describe the same operation 

can present additional challenges. 

Researchers have identified several 

practices that are effective in teaching 

mathematics to students with a range 

of learning needs (Hasselbring, Lott, & 

Zydney, 2005):

• Providing practice in basic skills for 

computational fluency. 
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