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President’s Message
Joel Mittler, Ed.D.

I have just returned from the annual 
CEC 2012 Convention and Expo, held 
in Denver, Colorado where TAM held 
both a Board of Directors meeting and a 
Business meeting just prior to the begin-
ning of the activities. The conference, 
attended by over 5000 individuals was 
loaded with close to 1000 presentations, 
a virtually sold out Expo, and many 
opportunities to meet old friends and 
establish new relationships.

I am pleased to tell you that our Board 
met for a complete day and worked 
diligently on many items that we hope 
will be of benefit to you, our members, 
and to the field. We do not have a large 
Board, but I am proud to tell you that 
while the numbers are small, the work 
they do and the effort they make is im-
pressive. It is truly a matter of the sum 
being far greater than the parts.

TAM’s membership has held up well, 
considering the overall slippage in 
CEC’s general membership. Recalling 
that you must be a member of CEC to 
be a member of TAM, we are pleased 
to note that our TAM membership 
trends are more positive than those of 

CEC. We hope that means that you, our 
members, see value in staying with us. 
Our financial status is stable—even a 
bit positive. We operate with the dues 
that you provide and any excess we 
can generate from our publications 
and products. As the production of our 
journals and products requires finan-
cial support to maintain their excellent 
quality, we are left with small amounts 
to support additional activities. The 
TAM Board acts prudently to maintain 
a sound financial position.

The Board spent much time discussing 
our publications and our professional 
development program. Chairs of our 
Publications committee, responsible 
for the well regarded Journal of Special 
Education Technology, our practitioner 
oriented Technology in Action series, 
our TAM Connector Newsletter, and 
our website worked with the Board 
to generate new ideas, review current 
products, address marketing and more. 
We invite all of you to visit our website 
http://www.tamcec.org/publications/ to 
review our current products and either 
volunteer to join us as reviewers, discuss 
an idea you may have, or help us market 
products. Professional Development also 
has a webinar series under development. 

In addition, the Board heard reports 
on several CEC Committees that invite 
our participation, either at the confer-
ence or over the course of the year. We 
discussed some necessary revisions to 
our TAM constitution, which you will 
hear about when we invite you to vote 
on our recommendations. We approved 
a new TAM Facebook page. As you can 
see your TAM Board is quite active both 
during the year and at the convention. I 
wish I could name them all, and thank 

them publically but I invite you to re-
view their names at our website and 
know how hard each of them works 
for TAM. A special acknowledgement, 
however, to our Past President, Brenda 
Heiman, for supporting so much that 
TAM does.

As for the conference, it was spectacu-
lar. Last summer TAM reviewed close 
to 100 technology-related proposals 
that were submitted to CEC and, due 
to space, was only able to accept about 
half of them. A review of the program, 
however, finds many, many more pre-
sentations that include the use of tech-
nology. Clearly the work that we in TAM 
do to support the use of technology in 
our programs, is essential to much that 
is happening in Special Education and 
the education of the Gifted. Of special 
note was the TAM Showcase, which pre-
sented the wonderful work at George 
Mason University supporting the use 
of Accessible Instructional Materials 
in the state of Virginia. It is quite an 
impressive undertaking. They are to be 
congratulated.

What can you do to support TAM? First, 
please consider running for a Board 
position or volunteer to serve on some 
committees that need some help. Sec-
ond, we are developing a marketing 
committee to better place our products 
before the field. Third, if you have an 
idea for an article or product, let us 
know. Finally, if you’d like to serve as a 
reviewer for next year’s CEC Conven-
tion, get in touch. For any of these or 
with any questions or comments, send 
an email to jmittler@liu.edu. And thanks 
for being a member of TAM and sup-
porting its work. 
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(continued on page 3)

Interview with the Editors: Melinda Ault and Margaret Bausch

apps for all Students: a 
teacher’s desktop Guide
Anya Evmenova

Melinda Ault is an assistant professor 
and Margaret Bausch is an associate 
professor in the Department of Special 
Education and Rehabilitation Counsel-
ing at the University of Kentucky. Dr. 
Ault and Dr. Bausch are national experts 
in the area of assistive technology. They 
are the editors of the newest TAM prod-
uct, Apps for All Students: A Teacher’s 
Desktop Guide. The guide also features 
articles by Marbea Tammaro, Marci 
Kinas Jerome, Deborah Newton, Amy 
Dell, Megan Wilson, David Lojkovic, 
Shannon Sullivan, Anya Evmenova, and 
Lauren Bonnet.

Tell us about Apps for All Students: 
A Teacher’s Desktop Guide.

This is a practical resource for school 
personnel who would like to appropri-
ately use apps to teach their students. 
The book introduces and explains 
apps, provides resources for locating 
apps, comes with a checklist that can 
be used to evaluate and match apps to 
students’ characteristics and learning 
objectives, and provides examples of 
how teachers would use an app in the 
classroom to teach and monitor specific 
objectives for students with low and 
high incidence disabilities. The book 
concludes with a chapter for districts 
who would like to implement mobile 
technologies and apps on a global level.

How do you envision TAM mem-
bers using it?

Members who are classroom teachers 
and related service personnel can use 
the book as a guide to understanding 
apps, to assist them in locating appro-
priate apps, to learn how to evaluate 
apps to use with their students, and 
to read scenarios where teachers have 
implemented an app in a classroom 
setting to teach and monitor progress 

on an objective. School personnel can 
use the information in the book to take 
them beyond merely identifying “cool” 
apps to “try” with their students. This 
book will teach readers to carefully con-
sider the characteristics of the student 
and the tasks they need to accomplish, 
prior to identifying an app to use. 
Administrators or technology teams 
interested in scaling up the use of apps 
and mobile devices in their districts or 
states can use the book as a guide for 
ensuring that all considerations have 
been made to implement a program on 
a global or district wide scale. Faculty 
members can use the book in their un-
dergraduate or graduate instructional 
and assistive technology courses when 
teaching about evaluating and teaching 
with technology.

Do you have any advice for TAM 
members who want to use your 
product for professional develop-
ment activities?

The book offers a timely resource for 
schools and professional developers 
for implementing apps and mobile tech-
nologies well in schools. Many schools 
and educators have adopted the cur-
rent trend of mobile devices and apps 
but may not be using them effectively. 
Although apps are being widely used, 
a research base on their effectiveness 
is still emerging. Until evidence-based 
practices are established for the use of 
apps with various students, this book 
will provide guidelines for school 
personnel. The book will help school 
personnel go beyond the current trend 
and teach them to match the apps with 
the characteristics of their students 
and the objectives they need to learn. 
An evaluation checklist is included that 
may be reproduced for educational 
purposes and would be excellent to use 
in professional development trainings. 
Additionally, an excellent chapter is 
included in the book for administrators 
and technology personnel who would 
like to begin an apps program on a dis-
trict wide level.

What do you think makes Apps for 
All Students: A Teacher’s Desktop 
Guide different from other publi-
cations on the same topic?

This publication is different from oth-
ers on the topic because it is written in 
a practical way and immediately useful 
to school personnel. It also contains an 
evaluation instrument that school per-
sonnel and parents will find extremely 
useful in selecting apps for their stu-
dents. The book goes beyond a mere 
listing of resources of apps and teaches 
readers not only how to properly select 
apps for their students, but also how 
to teach and monitor progress using 
the apps. The book provides multiple 
vignettes of classroom uses for students 
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CAN Report

Searching for Good news from Washington
Joel Mittler, Ed.D., TAM CAN Coordinator

Having recently returned from the an-
nual CEC Connection and Expo, I wish 
I could be excited about everything that 
I heard about public policy, but reality 
reminds me that we have some serious 
barriers to overcome in the months 
ahead. Let me begin with some of the 
bad news.

If you recall, last summer’s debt show-
down ended with an agreement to raise 
the debt ceiling; but it also included 
another $1.2 trillion in savings – which 
could either be found by the so-called 
Supercommittee that worked into the 
fall or through a process called “se-
quester.” The Supercommittee failed, 
so the sequester is triggered and will 
take effect January 2, 2013 unless 
Congress acts to change it. Sequester 
means automatic across the board cuts. 
While some programs are exempt from 
this, education is not excluded. Educa-
tion will be cut. Thus, unless Congress 
changes the law on January 2, 2013 
every education program will be cut 
by 7.8%-9.1%. In reality, this process of 
sequestration will mean that IDEA fund-
ing will be cut by $900 million. While 
many in Washington believe that the 

serious cuts built into the sequestra-
tion will ultimately be avoided, that is 
far from certain. 

Along with this unhappy financial news, 
the Congress will also soon be specify-
ing its specific budget authorizations 
for FY2013, which begins next Octo-
ber. The House of Representatives has 
already passed a budget plan, the so-
called Ryan Budget, which is supposed 
to guide the specific appropriations. If 
the numbers in the House budget plan 
make their way into final authorizations, 
IDEA could lose another $2.2 billion, 
according to Secretary of Education 
Duncan. The Senate did not pass a 
budget bill so we do not know what 
they will propose. All of this is on top 
of a $20 million or 28% cut in special 
education research funding that was 
approved for FY 2011. 

Is there any good news in the policy 
area within all this dismal news? Surely, 
CEC is pleased that a bill to fully fund 
IDEA has been introduced in the Sen-
ate and has some support in the House. 
In addition, CEC will continue to work 
with members of Congress and the 

Department of Education to be certain 
that a reauthorized version of ESEA, 
whenever it is passed (and that appears 
unlikely in the short term), respects 
the needs of students with disabilities 
and the gifted. CEC also continues to 
advocate for passage of the Talent Act, 
which would be of assistance to those 
with gifts and talents. And CEC is in the 
process of developing a policy on spe-
cial education teacher evaluations, as 
that issue has gained traction through-
out the country. The wonderful public 
policy staff at CEC has much work to 
do in the next few months to advocate 
for our field. 

What can you do? You can join with CEC 
to express your support for legislation 
and funding for the students we care 
about by visiting the Legislative Action 
Center http://capwiz.com/cek/home/ 
and communicating with your members 
of Congress. It’s easy and you’ll feel as 
if you have done a bit to assist CEC in 
its efforts. Also, if you have any ques-
tions or comments about this or want to 
receive a weekly update from CEC, get 
in touch with me at jmittler@liu.edu 

interview with the authors (continued from p. 2)

with both low and high incidence dis-
abilities. The chapter that discusses 
using apps on a global scale is couched 
in the framework of providing assistive 
technology services. It is practical for 
districts and is a unique feature of the 
book.

Based on your personal experi-
ence, why do you think it’s impor-
tant to use apps for teaching and 
learning?

The use of apps is a recent trend in all ar-
eas of life including education. Educators 
can take advantage of the benefits that 
apps and mobile devices have to offer. 
Some of these benefits are that a wealth 
of apps are available and more are being 
developed daily, mobile technologies are 
convenient and relatively inexpensive, 
teachers do not have to have a high level of 
technology skills to use them, the interface 
is relatively easy to use for students, and 
students have supports available to them 

across educational domains in hand-held 
devices. This book will help teachers gain 
these benefits while at the same time 
carefully considering the characteristics of 
the students and their learning objectives 
prior to making a decision about an app 
for teaching and learning. 

To order or learn more about the 
book, go to http://www.exinn.net/
appsforallstudents.html
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Share a Story 
Amy MacLaren, 5th Grade Student 
Fall Creek Intermediate School, Fishers, IN

My name is Amy and I am 11 years old and a 5th grader. I 
am visually impaired so I use some assistive technology in 
the classroom and at home to help me learn. I use a CCTV 
in the classroom to help me see the white board. I also use 
a laptop to type instead of handwriting long assignments. 
I can also type in Braille and convert to a Word document 
to give the teacher when I have to type really fast!  All my 
school textbooks are electronic files on my iPad so I can 
change font size or change over to voice. Having my school 
books on my iPad allows me to sit at a regular desk with 
my friends. The iPad is also easier and lighter to carry to my 
classes and in my backpack instead of large print or Braille 

books. Everyone in my class likes my iPad and they think it is cool that I have ev-
erything I need on it. I have a school folder on my iPad and that is where I keep my 
school apps. I use Read2GO, Kindle, Dictionary.com, US Map Puzzle, DrawingBox 
(for Math), and Reminders. My favorite app that helps with my disability is Book-
Share’s Read2Go. I like the Read2Go app because I can “checkout” books during 
library time by downloading books through the school library WiFi and have books 
to read instantly just like my classmates who check out print books. The Read2GO 
app also allows me to switch from text to voice whenever my eyes get tired from 
reading. I love technology! 

taM Board 
nominations
TAM members are invited to nominate 
themselves or other members for a 
position on the TAM Executive Board. 
Nominations are sought for the posi-
tions of President-Elect, Secretary, and 
Member-at-Large. The President-Elect 
serves a one year term and becomes 
President of TAM the following year, 
again serving a one year term. The 
Secretary serves a two year term. The 
Member-at-Large serves a term of 
two years, and also serves as Chair 
of the Publicity Committee. Members 
interested in serving TAM by running for 
these offices should submit the following 
information by July 31, 2012:

•	 Name
•	 Phone number
•	 E-mail address
•	 Position for which you wish to be 

nominated
•	 Biographical information, limited 

to 100 words, which will be used by 
the Nominations Committee to de-
termine the slate of candidates and 
presented to the membership during 
the voting process.

Nominations that include the above 
information should be sent via e-mail to 
the TAM Nominations Committee chair-
person, Brenda Heiman, at bheiman@
flash.net. Printed copies of nominations 
may be mailed to the following address: 
Dr. Brenda Heiman, Department of 
Speech, Louisiana Tech University, PO 
Box 3165, Ruston, LA, 71272 

announcements
RESNA ATP 
Certification News 
RESNA, the Rehabilitation Engineer-
ing & Assistive Technology Society of 
North America, announced today that 
eligibility requirements for the Assistive 
Technology Professional (ATP) exam 
certification have been enhanced to 
better recognize candidates with mas-
ter’s and bachelor’s degrees in special 
education. In addition, work experience 
has been modified to focus on actual 
hours worked, and professional train-
ing requirements are now included 
for certain degrees. The enhanced re-
quirements go into effect April 1, 2012. 
To view the complete press release, 
please visit: http://www.resna.org/news/
detail.dot?id=55594

Good News! 
Continuing TAM’s steady membership 
growth through 2012, we saw a 2.3% 
increase in our members for March. 
This is particularly noteworthy as CEC’s 
overall membership has been slipping. 
Thank you TAM members for joining 
and staying with us. 

TAM on Facebook
TAM is excited to announce its new 
Facebook page. TAM members who are 
Facebook users are welcome to search 
Facebook for Technology and Media 
Division of the Council for Exceptional 
Children. Please request to join the 
group! 

TAM Connector
TAM Connector is published 4 times a year by the 
Technology & Media Division of the Council for 
Exceptional Children. Email all news items to Anya 
Evmenova (aevmenov@gmu.edu). Change 
of address should be sent to Anna Henderson at 
the Council for Exceptional Children, 2900 Crystal 
Drive, Suite 1000, Arlington, VA 22202-3557.
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